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Once you, as parent/guardian, have decided to remove your
child from the mainstream schooling system, the continued
academic education of your child now, fully, rests on your
shoulders. Whether you choose to school your child at home or
enroll in a learning centre/cottage school, it is no longer up to the
school governing body, principal, department head or
department of education to plan the next phase in your child’s
education. You should take an active part in choosing the right
curriculum and the most suitable vehicle for the delivery of
curriculum content. This applies to both primary and high school
learners.

The national curriculum policy of South Africa is CAPS (curriculum assessment policy
statement). This means that the curriculum applied in government schools fall under CAPS,
is monitored and assessed by the Provincial Department of Education and matriculants
write the NSC (National Senior Certificate) exam.
 
Registered private schools fall under the Independent Examination Board who is
responsible for monitoring and assessing curriculum policy and implementation in private
schools; and an IEB matric is administered.
 
Outside of these more common education offerings are a multitude of curricula available for
the home schooling parent or learning centre/cottage school to facilitate. So, it can be
daunting to choose the right next step! However, it is of the utmost importance that a
curriculum is chosen with an academic end-goal in mind.
 
You, as parent/guardian, are tasked with deciding whether you are hoping to mainstream
your child again in the future or if matric is on the cards or if your child will only progress up
to grade 9 or if university studies are to be considered etc. 



In some instances, these end-goals are too lofty to consider especially where severe
developmental difficulties or protracted illness is present, which could mean that
stimulating the brain through continuous numeracy and literacy exercises might be what
is required and neither child nor parent/guardian would be required to make a curriculum
decision just yet.
 
If, the reason for exiting the mainstream schooling environment has anything to do with
learning or emotional difficulties or a clash of values and morals, then it would be
necessary to exercise a choice regarding the curriculum. For instance, for a learner to
successfully write tests and exams, it is necessary for them to acquire the skills to do so.
Test and exam writing have to do with i.e. study skills, study planning, retaining
information and then of course the actual writing of a test or an exam (up to 2 to 3 hour
exams in the higher grades). Therefore if a school leaving certificate requires proper
exams to be written, your choice of curriculum should include the opportunity for your
child to acquire the skills necessary to answer tests and exams.
 
University and college qualifications, learnerships and even some internships demand
studying of information and writing of exams as a way to establish mastery of the course
material. So, even though you will find that a number of educators do not agree with
exams and tests as being the only or even best approach to assessing learning and/or
mastery of curriculum content, many of the more traditional structures around education
require this specific form of evaluation. Thus, the choice in curriculum must take this into
consideration.
 
The academic goals that are set for individual learners in a learning centre or cottage
school environment, are very different from the more group oriented approach (grade
averages, class averages etc.) in a mainstream school (government or private). The
delivery of curriculum content is more informal and expansive in a smaller learning
environment. There is room for more than one explanation, examples, creativity and the
same question being asked many times. Furthermore, in a learning centre or cottage
school pure academic learning is not the only learning that is focussed on. Personal
growth and emotional development are also considered as areas of achievement.
 
In order to make an informed decision it could really help to speak to other
parents/guardians that have already made the switch from mainstream to a more
alternative form of schooling. Facebook and Google are valuable resources in this
regard. Of course, you are more than welcome to, at any time, contact Opti-Learn
should you require information or advice on the most logical next step to take.



IN THE NEXT INSTALMENT OF
OUR EDUCATION SERIES ...

We will go deeper into the different curricula
available, the examination boards in South Africa,
which curricula allow for South African or
international university studies and/or the
minimum education requirements in South Africa
to leave school.

COMMENTS

A comment was made regarding
the affordability of learning centres
and cottage schools on our
Facebook article last week.
 
The unfortunate truth is that
learning centres and cottage
schools do not receive any
subsidies from any government or
other registered body. This means
that the sole income of these
institutions are the fees paid by
parents/guardians for the
facilitation of the curriculum. In
many cases it is also necessary
for the parent/guardian to register
with and pay the external
curriculum provider and then to
also pay the learning centre/
cottage school to tutor their child.
If the parent/guardian has not
chosen to school their child in the
parental home then, unfortunately,
affordability does become an issue
to consider.
 
Keep those comments coming!
We would love to hear from you!


